The Honorable David Obey                         

Chairman                              

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS & Education       

House Appropriations Committee               

2358 Rayburn House Office Building            

Washington, DC 20515                    

 

The Honorable Todd Tiahrt

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS & Education

House Appropriations Committee

2441 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

 

Dear Chairman Obey and Congressman Tiahrt: 

 

We are writing to ask for a modest $5 million increase above the President’s Fiscal Year 2011 Budget to address the resource needs of young children who are deafblind and their families and teachers in Fiscal Year 2011. 

 

The national project and the state projects that support the deafblind community have not had a budget increase in over 20 years, despite a doubling of the population of children who are deafblind over the same period.

 

In fiscal year 2010, the national technical assistance and dissemination program at the Department of Education received $49.5 million for all disability technical assistance, of which $12.8 million went to deafblind program and services. At a time when remarkable advances in medicine and technology are enabling many deafblind infants and children to survive and live longer, it is important for Congress to recognize the need for increased support. However, because of continuing budget shortfalls, these children are receiving fewer services due because of the limited resources available to programs specialized for deafblind children. 

 

As you know, the President’s budget proposed baseline funding for this program. A $5 million funding increase for deafblind programs will be used to help states strengthen their support programs for families, to support the activities of the national technical assistance and dissemination center on deafblindness, and to strengthen personnel preparation programs. 

 

We appreciate your consideration of this important request.

 

                                                             

                                                                Sincerely,

